
The decision to m
ake use of the declaration w

as taken by m
utual agreem

ent betw
een the governm

ent
of President A

ndrés Pastrana A
rango and that of Á

lvaro U
ribe V

élez. D
espite the fact that the declaration,

conform
ing to the afore-m

entioned A
rticle, can be w

ithdraw
n at any tim

e, the present governm
ent affirm

ed
that it w

ould be m
aintained, using the argum

ent that this signifies “an open w
indow

” for an eventual peace
process. 330 The governm

ent did not consider that the C
onstitutional C

ourt, w
hen ruling on the constitution-

ality of the Statute of the International C
rim

inal C
ourt, analyzed this point and affirm

ed:

th
e C

o
u

rt d
o

es n
o

t fin
d

 th
at ratificatio

n
 o

f th
e Ro

m
e Statu

te w
o

u
ld

 co
n

stitu
te an

 o
b

stacle fo
r fu

tu
re p

eace
an

d
 n

atio
n

al reco
n

ciliatio
n

 p
ro

cesses, in
 w

h
ich

 m
easu

res su
ch

 as p
ard

o
n

s an
d

 am
n

esties, su
b

ject to
p

aram
eters estab

lish
ed

 by th
e C

o
n

stitu
tio

n
 an

d
 th

e p
rin

cip
les an

d
 stan

d
ard

s o
f in

tern
atio

n
al law

 accep
ted

b
y C

o
lo

m
b

ia, w
o

u
ld

 b
e co

n
sid

ered
. 331

A
chieving peace in C

olom
bia im

plies that justice be done for crim
es com

m
itted against w

om
en and all

of the population. Taking into account the m
agnitude of the problem

 of im
punity and the denial of justice,

the only hope for justice, given the innum
erable hum

an rights violations, is the International C
rim

inal C
ourt.

It is of vital im
portance that the Special Rapporteur call urgently on the governm

ent to im
m

ediately w
ithdraw

the declaration that allow
s actors in the arm

ed conflict to continue com
m

itting atrocities for seven m
ore years

w
ithout any kind of sanction.

 4.
 Th

e Sp
ecial R

ap
p

o
rteu

r calls o
n

 th
e State to

 co
m

p
ly w

ith
 its existin

g
 in

tern
atio

n
al o

b
lig

atio
n

s u
n

d
er

in
tern

atio
n

al h
u

m
an

 rig
h

ts law
 by h

arm
o

n
izin

g
 all relevan

t p
rovisio

n
s o

f C
o

lo
m

b
ian

 d
o

m
estic law

 w
ith

in
tern

atio
n

al stan
d

ard
s. In

 th
is resp

ect, th
e Sp

ecial R
ap

p
o

rteu
r stro

n
gly u

rges th
e G

overn
m

en
t to

 co
o

p
erate

w
ith

 n
o

n
-g

overn
m

en
tal an

d
 w

o
m

en
’s o

rg
an

izatio
n

s in
 th

e law
 refo

rm
 p

ro
cess. 332
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“Por ahora sigue la salvedad: G
obierno”; El T

iem
po, Septem

ber 4, 2002, pages 1-11.
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C
onstitutional C

ourt, sentence C
-578/02, Presenting M

agistrate: M
anuel José C

epeda Espinosa.
332

U
N

, E/C
N

.4/2002/83/A
dd.3, paragraph 119


